
 

 

Creating Alphabet Beads using PSP -- Alternate Tutorial 
By Nancy Schmidt aka lilladybug979 
 
This tutorial is a translation of Kathy Ricker’s Photoshop tutorial. 
 
Note:  This tutorial was created using PSP9.  Your version of the software may 
differ slightly. 
 
Alphabet beads can be a cute addition to any layout.  They are easy to create, and 
you can use shapes as well as letters to create fun accents.  This tutorial will show 
you how you can create your own Alphabet beads. 
 
Open a new document 1 in. x 1 in. at 200 ppi. 
 
Draw a circle using the selection tool set to the “circle” selection type. 
 

 
 
Fill the circle with the color of your bead.  Selections>Select None. 
 
Run the “Center Layer” script to center your bead perfectly in the canvas. 
 
 



 

 

   
 
Duplicate your layer. 
 
Add an inner bevel to the duplicate layer using the following settings: 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Set the opacity of this layer to 42.  Merge visible layers. 
 
If you choose to add a drop shadow to your bead, use these settings: 
 

 
 
Next you need to add the letter or shape to your bead.  First, let’s use a letter.  
Choose the color and font and type the letter.  I am making a red letter using the 
font Blue Highway, size at 100. 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Objects>Align>Center in Canvas to center the letter perfectly over the bead. 
 
Convert the vector text layer to raster. 
 
Use the magic wand to select the letter. 
 
Add a new raster layer. 
 
Effects>3D Effects>/Cutout using the following settings: 
 



 

 

 
 
Add new raster layer. 
 
Effects>3D Effects>Cutout using the following settings: 
 



 

 

 
 
Selections>Select None. 
 
Merge visible layers and export as a PNG. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Now we are going to add a shape to a bead.  I am using a flower shape.  Set the 
background color to the color you want your shape to be and set the foreground 
color to null. 
 
Use the preset shape tool to draw your shape.  Hold down the shift key as you draw 
your shape. 
 



 

 

 
 
Objects>Align>Center in Canvas. 
 
Convert vector layer to raster. 
 
Use the magic wand to select the flower.  Add a new raster layer. 
 
Effects>3D Effects>/Cutout using the following settings: 
 



 

 

 
 
Add a new raster layer. 
 
Effects>3D Effects>Cutout using the following settings: 
 

 
 
Your bead should look like this: 
 

 
 
Merge visible layers and export as a PNG. 


